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Firstfruits 

I Corinthians 15:12-24 

 

Introduction: Did Jesus Really Rise From the Dead? 

When it comes to Easter and Christ’s resurrection, I think most of us have a hard time grasping 

the full drama of the event and its implications.  Though, as Christians, we fully affirm the 

resurrection, it seems almost mythical rather than real.  Because the event was so long ago, the 

span of time clouds our mind and imagination.  We certainly don’t deny the resurrection; we say 

with all our heart, “He is risen, indeed!”  We affirm it intellectually.  We accept it willfully.  But 

generally, we don’t feel its reality.    

 

That wasn’t the case with his disciples who had followed him faithfully for three years, hoped 

that he was the Messiah, and watched him brutally crucified on a Roman cross.  On Holy 

Saturday – the day after his crucifixion – we can only imagine the depth of grief and loss that 

they must have felt.  The only thing that I can imagine that would be similar would be the death 

of a young son or daughter.  A lifetime of hopes and dreams that you were anticipating were 

brutally taken away from you.  The disciples must have felt the same when they saw their dreams 

crushed with Jesus’ death.  And because his death was an act of political maneuvering, they 

believed that they might be next since they were his followers.  Saturday and Sunday morning 

found them cowering behind locked doors.  All was lost.  Their disillusionment was deep.  Like 

Jesus on the cross, they must have rehearsed the opening cry of Psalm 22 over and over in their 

minds, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”   

 

We don’t understand or feel the full glory of Easter Sunday unless we can grasp the darkness of 

despair on Holy Saturday.   

 

But joy came on Easter morning!  Just as we can hardly imagine the depth of their despair, we 

struggle to grasp the heights of their joy when they not only saw but handled the resurrected 

Jesus!  Without the resurrection of Jesus, how can we explain the behavior of the disciples who 

cowered in a secret room on Saturday but forty day later they were boldly declaring that they 

saw a man who was dead for three days come back to life?  Every single one of Jesus’ disciples 
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except for John faced and martyr’s death and would not deny the resurrection.  John faced exile 

for his testimony.  If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, why is it that the Scripture records that 

more than five hundred people saw him alive?  If Jesus had remained in the grave, why is it that 

no corpse was ever found?  If the resurrection had never happened, how do you explain the 

explosive growth of the Church in the first three centuries, even in the face of persecution and 

death?   

 

The resurrection seems so unbelievable because death is the inevitable reality for every human 

being since the beginning of time.  And yet, there is more objective evidence for the resurrection 

of Jesus than for virtually any other event in ancient history that we accept without question.  

Interestingly, many of those who set out to disprove his resurrection eventually became believers 

because of the compelling evidence.  On this Easter morning, we consider and celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus because it is the cornerstone and the foundation of the Christian faith. But 

why is it so important?  Why is it so glorious?    

 

Text: I Corinthians 15:12-24 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 

resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 

raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 

We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised 

Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not 

raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 

you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in 

Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in 

Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the 

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers 

the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 
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The Resurrection is Physical 

Though we don’t usually recognize it, we all tend to be a little gnostic in our thinking.  What you 

mean, “gnostic,” Pastor Bob?  Don’t through those big words around, especially on Easter 

Sunday.  Actually there’s no better word.  Gnosticism, essentially, is the belief that all things 

physical are evil and all things unseen are good.  It comes from ancient Greek philosophy and 

most likely had an effect on the thinking of the Corinthians to whom Paul was writing.  Some 

were denying that Christ rose physically from the dead.  They most likely maintained that the 

disciples saw Jesus’ ghost after his death or some other similar idea.  I even encountered that 

kind of thinking from a very bright student in one of my classes when I taught at a Christian 

university.   

 

We must do away with any thought that Christ’s resurrection was anything less than fully 

physical.  As Paul maintains, to entertain such a thought destroys the whole foundation of the 

Christian faith.   

 

Track with me here… 

 

God loves the world, not just our immaterial souls.  He loves the human body and all of the 

physical creation that he made.  God loves the physical world so much that he took on human 

flesh himself in the person of Jesus. (John 1:14)  But our physical bodies as well as the whole 

creation was under a curse brought on by the rebellion of Adam in the Garden of Eden.  That’s 

why Jesus took on human flesh. The Apostle Paul calls him “the second Adam” who has come to 

undo the curse brought on by the first Adam.  “For as a man came death, by a man came also the 

resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (I 

Corinthians 15:21-22).  

 

So when Jesus rose from the dead, his glorified body was physical.  The Gospels record that he 

was touched and handled.  Remember the episode with Thomas?  He ate a meal with the 

disciples on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  Non-physical spirits can’t do that.  Jesus’ 

resurrection body was physical, but different from ours.  There were times when he wasn’t 

recognized, as with Mary who first thought he was a gardener, or the men on the road to 
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Emmaus.  But he was also recognized by his disciples in the upper room, on the shores of the 

lake, at other times, and on the mount of his ascension.  Jesus, in his resurrection body, could 

appear and disappear.  It appeared in the room where the disciples had barred the door.  He 

disappeared after he blessed the food with the Emmaus men.   

 

The Scriptures make it clear that those who are in Christ will also rise with a resurrection body 

like his at his coming.  I’ve often wondered if in the resurrection I’ll have straight teeth or if God 

will restore the hair I’ve lost on the back of my head.  Somehow, I don’t think those things will 

really matter.  

 

The Resurrection is Essential  

The resurrection of Christ is the cornerstone of our faith.  The resurrection affirms the divinity of 

Christ.  “[Jesus] was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness 

by his resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4).  The resurrection also demonstrates Christ’s 

sovereignty, “For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead 

and of the living” (Romans 14:9).  He was raised for our justification – that is, those who place 

their faith in Christ are forgiven for our sins and seen as righteous before God, “[Jesus our Lord] 

was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification” (Romans 4:25).   It is by the 

resurrection of Jesus that his followers are also born again, “Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy he has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Peter 1:3).  Jesus’ resurrection to 

a glorified physical body also guarantees our resurrection in the same way, “If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you” (Romans 8:11).  

 

Throughout the Book of Acts – the record of the explosive expansion of the Christian faith in the 

first thirty years after Christ’s ascension – the message that is delivered by all the preachers and 

missionaries always hinges on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is the truth that convicts and 

convinces many to follow Christ.  It is also the truth that would enrage opponents and incite 

scoffers.  The physical resurrection of Jesus is the most objectively substantiated event in the 

ancient world.  If it is a moral myth with good intentions, the Christian faith crumbles at its 
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foundations.  If it is a perpetuated lie, then nothing in history can be known and all Christians 

throughout the ages – including the multiplied thousands who gave their lives for believing it – 

are fools.   

 

But if Christ is risen indeed, then everything is changed.  

 

 

Firstfruits 

Christ is called the “firstfruits” of the resurrection.  That means his resurrection does not stand 

alone.  In a farming community, certainly we understand this.  It is only the beginning of a great 

harvest to come.   

 

This world is under the curse of sin.  Our world is broken.  That’s why there is disease and death.  

Sin’s curse is the reason for the kind of evil in this world that was on display in Brussels earlier 

this week.  It explains the exploitation of human trafficking that is epidemic around the world.  

The curse of sin explains hurricanes, tornados, and tsunamis.   

 

When Jesus rose from the dead, he broke the power and the curse of sin.  His resurrection is the 

“firstfruits” of a New Creation.  God’s plan is universal.  When Jesus died on the cross, he took 

all of the evil of this world and the power of the curse of sin upon himself.  He defeated it all 

when he rose again on the third day.  All of our songs and all of our hymns on Easter declare the 

glory of this truth.  Not only will those who trust in Christ receive a new resurrection body when 

he returns, but God will eventually join heaven and earth in a New Creation for all eternity: 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 

a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 

neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 



6 

 

©BMyers2016 

 

passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 

things new.” 

Revelation 21:1-5 

 

And Christ’s resurrection is the firstfruits of that New Creation. 

 

Our purpose is to help people find and follow Jesus.  For those who trust and follow Jesus, these 

promises will surely come to pass.  But I am certain, that on a day like this, there are people here 

who do not know Christ.  For you, the news is not good.  It is terrifying.  Just as those who are in 

Christ are promised resurrection in a glorified body for eternity with God, so those who do not 

turn to Christ will be raised to eternal darkness and punishment.   

 

The Scriptures are clear.  In order to avoid eternal punishment, you must turn from your sin – 

which is rebellion against God – put your trust in Jesus, and follow him.  Easter is the most 

important day in the calendar for those who follow Jesus.  Today can be the day in which you put 

your sin and your past behind you just as Jesus was laid in the ground and be raised with him to 

new life on this Resurrection Sunday.   

 

Prayer 


